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WRITING RESOURCE:  Incorporating Quotes in Your Writing

	Question:  

When an English teacher says to include quotes in your writing, what does quote mean?

Answer:  

A quote is anything copied word-for-word from a book, article, poem, play, film, speech, etc.

You must put the copied words in quotation marks.  English teachers call that a quote.

Related Info:

Your quotes must also be followed an in-text citation.

The in-text citation tells the reader where you found your quote.


1. Topic sentence: Begin with a sentence that presents the main, general point of your paragraph

2.  Give the Context of the Quote

Give your reader a bit of context.  Offer a little information about the source (play, story, film).  

Inform the reader what has just happened in this part of the story/article/film.  Who is speaking? 

To whom? About what?

3.  Introduce and Cite the Quote

Don’t just drop in a quote.  Instead, smoothly introduce quotes by using one of these sentence starters.

(X refers to the character or writer you’re discussing.  Note how the in-text citation follows the quote.)

Here are just some of the ways you can introduce a quote/citation:

X states, “_______________________” (________).

According to X, “_______________________” (________).

X herself writes, “_______________________” (________).

In her/his story, X maintains that “_______________________” (________).

In X’s view, “_______________________” (________).

4.  Explain the Quote

After writing the quote and citation, put the quote in your own words.

Here are just some of the ways you can begin to explain a quote:

Basically, X is saying _______________________.

In other words, X believes _______________________.

In making this comment, X argues that _______________________.

X is insisting that  _______________________.

X’s point is that _______________________.

The essence of X’s argument is that _______________________.

5.  Analyze the Quote

After explaining the quote, analyze the quote.  How is this quote significant?  How does it support the point you’re trying to make in this paragraph?

(Tip:  When you analyze the quote, repeat the keywords that are in the topic sentence!)
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Favela Rising viewing guide








name:
	essential questions:

What makes my story, my voice, unique?

When do stories matter?

What is the basis of hope?

How can we cope with difficult situations?


Vocabulary:


Favela: In Brazil, an illegal slum or ghetto; illegal squatter settlement.
Part I Directions: As you watch Favela Rising, practice (a) introducing the context (Who is speaking? 

To whom? About what?)
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                      “Music changed our reality” (

)
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need to be involved in a collective identity" (

)
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 “I’m another 
· one who’s made the great escape” (


)
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                          "The

movement has to come from the community itself" (

)
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  “We go to war to demand peace” (

)
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   "Our 
actions will be infinite” (

)
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 "It is as if the spinal cord of the favelas have always been broken" (

)
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Favela Rising 

	essential questions:

What makes my story, my voice, unique?

When do stories matter?

What is the basis of hope?

How can we cope with difficult situations?


Part II Directions: After watching the film, choose one of the quotes from your viewing guide and write a thoughtful paragraph following each step below on a separate sheet of paper. We are doing this exercise in order to practice writing complete, organized body paragraphs. This is worth 10 points on your MAJOR grade.
(a) begin with a topic sentence that sums up the quote's basic meaning
(b)* introduce the context (What is happening at this point? Who is talking? To whom are they speaking?)

(c)* quote the text directly
(d)* cite the quote by putting the film title in parentheses immediately after the quote

(e) explain/paraphrase, putting the quote in your words

(f) analyze/elaborate on the quote -- explain its deeper meaning/significance. This is a good place to try to connect the quote to one of the Essential Questions (listed above) for this unit.

* Yes, you already did this in Part I, the viewing guide.
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